December 27, 1974 


El}? $c\v jjtork $itne$ 

TIMES SQUARE NEW YORK NY 1 003 6 


Dear Harold: 

You were very kind in your letter, which trie office 
has kept for me while I was on vacation, so that I've only 
.just gotten it. I'm glad you have found a good associate in 
Jim Lesar, and I'll he interested to see how you make out in 
the investigate iy-files litigation. I kept up with some of 
the American Civil Liberties Union efforts over the last couple 
of years on the Hiss and losenherg files, which so far have 
.just, gone around in ci rcle s--except to have the PHI sell at 
a price to Allen Weinstein of Smith College such heavily censored 
material that maybe the litigation should have cited false 
pretenses as another ground. 

I don't know a thing about the Lay case beyond dim 
recollections of stories, but Mo Waldron has got to be a good 
expert. I'm soriy you and Warren Weaver may have had some 
misunderstandings— he' s a very fine reporter. In the Washington 
bureau, we now have a reporter from Hew York who is also concen- 
trating on legal problems — Le sley Oelsner, who is herself a 
lawyer. If you have, any ideas for stories in that field, she 
might well be interested. 

On your magazine thoughts, Max Pranked, who was 
formerly chief of the ‘Washington bureau, is Sunday editor 
with complete supervision over the magazine and leview-of- the- 
Week. among other things. The Le view now buys pieces from 
outside, as does the magazine. Por the Leview, a story would 
probably not run more than 1,000 or 1,200 words at the outsiae. 
for the magazine, the length is becoming inordinate in some 
stories. The magazine has an editor of its own, Lewis Bergman. 
Both operations, as i s standard with almost everything in 
the Sunday features, get to demand so much rewriting and editing 
that some writers can get very unhappy. 

I ! ll hold this up until I get back into the office 
uo get you a copy of that story on the Police Department' s 
inf o rmant . 


Sincerely yours, 





— 


Peter Kihss 


With all good wishes, 



